CONTINUED   PROGRESS  IN  ENGLAND

made by Lord  Rayleigh, the distinguished mathe-
matician, who said :

I think we are much indebted to Professor Barrett for
his courage, for it requires some courage to come forward
in this matter, and to give us the benefit of his careful
experiments. My own interest in the subject dates back
two years, I was first attracted to it by reading Mr.
Crookes's investigations. Although my opportunities have
not been so good as those enjoyed by Professor Barrett,
I have seen enough to convince me that those are wrong
who wish to prevent investigation by casting ridicule on
those who may feel inclined to engage in it.

The next speaker, Mr. Groom Napier, was greeted
with laughter when he described verified psycho-
metric descriptions of people from their handwriting
enclosed in sealed envelopes, and when he went on to
describe spirit lights that he had seen, the uproar
forced him to resume his seat. Professor Barrett, in
replying to his critics, said :

It certainly shows the immense advance that this
subject has made within the last few years, that a paper on
the once laughed-at phenomena of so-called Spiritualism
should have been admitted into the British Association,
and should have been permitted to receive the full discus-
sion it has had to-day.

The London Spectator, in an article entitled " The
British Association on Professor Barrett's Paper,"
opened with the following broad-minded view :

Now that we have before us a full report of Professor
Barrett's paper, and of the discussion upon it, we may be
permitted to express our hope that the British Association
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